
Mathematics Department 
High School Course Descriptions 2020 – 2021 

Listed below are the courses offered from the Mathematics department for the 2020/2021 academic year.  

Algebra I – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: None  
This first course in algebra develops the algebraic skills required to solve real-world problems ranging from everyday 
experiences to the sciences and humanities. Course topics include, but are not limited to: the real numbers and 
related definitions and postulates; operations on the real numbers; solving and graphing linear equations and 
inequalities in both 1- and 2-variables, an introduction to relations and basic functions; solving systems of linear 
equations and inequalities; properties of exponents; operations with polynomials and rational expressions, factoring 
polynomials; radicals; an introduction to quadratic equations; and problem-solving. 

Geometry – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: Algebra I/Algebra B or UAS Middle School teacher recommendation 
This course follows a problem-solving model with emphasis on developing mathematical solutions to situations using 
the theorems and understanding of geometry. Deductive and inductive reasoning, along with basic logic, are taught 
in conjunction with the concepts, postulates, and theorems of the geometry. Primary focus is placed on 
two-dimensional Euclidean geometry. However, three-dimensional models, theorems, and concepts are introduced 
in this course. Other topics covered include the study of triangles, quadrilaterals, and their related inequalities; 
similar polygons; right triangles; and circles. Constructions and coordinate geometry are covered as part of the 
course. Geometry proofs are an important part of the coursework. Use of algebra in the understanding and 
application of geometry theorems is emphasized. 

Algebra II – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: Geometry  
This second course in algebra is designed for the student who has successfully completed Algebra I and Geometry, 
and is the gateway course for all higher-level HS mathematics. Course topics covered include, but are not limited to, 
real numbers, equations, inequalities, graphing, systems of equations and inequalities, relations, functions, 
polynomials, rational expressions. Great emphasis is placed on quadratic equations, functions, and inequalities, 
including complex numbers. Exponential and logarithmic equations and applications are included. 

Algebra II (Seminar) – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite or Co-requisite: Geometry  
This seminar course in algebra is designed for the student who has successfully completed Algebra I and Geometry, 
and is the gateway course for all higher-level HS mathematics.  Course topics covered include, but are not limited to, 
real numbers, equations, inequalities, graphing, systems of equations and inequalities, relations, functions, 
polynomials, rational expressions, exponential and logarithmic equations, trigonometry and trigonometric equations. 
Great emphasis is placed on quadratic equations, functions, and inequalities, including complex numbers, conic 
sections, and trigonometry. 

Pre-Calculus – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: Algebra II or Algebra II (Seminar) 
This standard-level course is designed primarily as a preparation for college-level mathematics.  Students are 
expected to have demonstrated above-average proficiency in the study of algebra and geometry before entry into 
the course.  A primary focus of the Pre-Calculus course is mathematical understanding and analytical rigor in the use 
of advanced equation-solving techniques and procedures covering a variety of different equations.  Major emphasis is 
placed on the graphical analysis of a wide range of functions including polynomial, rational, inverse, exponential, 
logarithmic, conic sections, and trigonometry.  Use of the graphing calculator is a required part of the course. 
Real-world applications are abundant.  An extremely important part of the course is an introduction to the study of 



Trigonometry, including trigonometric relationships and identities, periodicity, equations, and functions along with 
their associated graphs.  

Pre-Calculus (Seminar) – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: Algebra II (Seminar)  

This seminar course is designed primarily as a preparation for college-level mathematics, including the Calculus. 
Students are expected to have demonstrated above-average proficiency in the study of algebra and geometry before 
entry into the course. A primary focus of the Pre-Calculus course is mathematical understanding and analytical rigor 
in the use of advanced equation-solving techniques and procedures covering a variety of different equations. Major 
emphasis is placed on the graphical analysis of a wide range of functions including polynomial, rational, inverse, 
exponential, logarithmic, and trigonometric). Use of the graphing calculator is a required part of the course. 
Real-world applications are abundant. An extremely important part of the course is an introduction to the study of 
Trigonometry, including trigonometric relationships and identities, periodicity, equations, and functions along with 
their associated graphs. 

Calculus – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus (Seminar) 
This course is designed for students who have demonstrated above-average performance in the study of 
Pre-Calculus, mastering the more advanced topics and skills covered in the study of algebra and trigonometry. The 
course will provide students with a background in both differential and integral calculus that will prepare them for 
success in entry-level college Calculus. Course topics include the study of limits as well as detailed methods for both 
differentiation and integration. The application of Calculus to real-world problems is made throughout the course. 
Use of the graphing calculator is a required part of the course. The course will develop an understanding and 
application of Calculus from a graphical, analytical, numerical, and written perspective. This course will be an 
important primer for students who are interested in further advanced study at the college level in such fields as 
engineering and the physical sciences.  

AP© Calculus AB – (1.25 credits) 
Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus (Seminar) + Teacher Recommendation  
This college-level course is designed for students who have performed at the highest levels in the study of 
Pre-Calculus, including advanced algebra techniques as well as Trigonometry. One of its major goals is to prepare 
students for the College Board’s Advanced Placement (AP) Calculus Exam administered in early May of the 
school-year. All students taking this course are expected to sit for the AP Exam. The course covers both differential 
and integral calculus, including, but not limited to, the graphical analysis of functions; limits and continuity; the 
derivative and differentiation; the definite integral and integration, as well as a multitude of real-world applications 
involving a wide variety of functions (polynomial, rational, radical, exponential, logarithmic, and trigonometric 
functions including the inverses). The course will develop an understanding and application of Calculus from a 
graphical, analytical, numerical, and written perspective. Use of the graphing calculator is extensive and is a required 
part of the AP Examination.  
Students enrolling in AP Calculus for 2020-2021 will need to complete extension hours in the fall to make sure that 
all concepts from Pre-Calculus have been mastered while concurrently working on the AP Calculus content.  

Statistics – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: Algebra II or Algebra II (Seminar) 
This course is an introduction to the study of probability, representation and interpretation of data, and the 
application of fundamental statistical procedures to real-world problems. Academic content in this course is designed 
to provide students with a solid foundation in probability and statistics, providing skills needed for becoming 
informed citizens and intelligent consumers. 

AP© Statistics – (1.25 credits) 
Prerequisite: Algebra II (Seminar) + Teacher Recommendation  



This course is designed to introduce students to the major concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing, and drawing 
conclusions from data. It is based on four broad conceptual themes: 1) Exploring Data: Describing patterns and 
departures from patterns; 2) Sampling and Experimentation: Planning and conducting a study; 3) Anticipating 
Patterns: Exploring random phenomena using probability and simulation; and 4) Statistical Inference: Estimating 
population parameters and hypothesis testing. Technology is an integral part of the course, including use of the 
graphing calculator, which is a required part of the AP Examination. All students taking this course are expected to sit 
for the AP Exam in May of the school year. 

Personal Finance – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: Algebra II or Algebra II (Seminar) 
Personal finance offers students the chance to gain knowledge to emerge as independent adult consumers, fully 
prepared to make wise financial decisions for a lifetime of financial well-being. The student will gain 
financial competence and learn to become confident managers of their own money.  The goal of financial education 
is to help students achieve a level of financial literacy; to help them become financially capable consumers. 

Math Applications II (For 2020-2021 only) – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: Math Application I + Administrative Approval 
This course is a continuation of Math Applications I and is designed to bring ‘real-life’ application to mathematics. It is 
catered for students majoring in the liberal arts but still need to complete the minimum math credits needed as part 
of their graduation requirement. The independent nature of the mathematical topics makes it easy to understand 
and apply to everyday situation and events that students can identify with in life. The course will include topics such 
algorithmic, graphical, algebraic, statistical, and analytic approaches to solving problems. Numerous topics and 
assignments in the course encourage the student to explore the world around them through the lens of mathematics, 
and to draw connections between culture, mathematics, and perception. This course does not prepare students for 
studies in Medicine, Engineering/Sciences, or IT.  
*Math Application II does not meet the credit requirements for students wanting to continue their tertiary studies in Egypt. 
Parents of Egyptian students taking this course must sign a letter stating they are aware of this condition. 

Science Department 
High School Course Descriptions 2020 – 2021 

Listed below are the courses offered from the Science department for the 2020/2021 academic year.  

Physical Science – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: None 
This course is designed as a core course intended to introduce the student to underlying themes of chemistry and 
physics. A major emphasis of the course is to improve critical thinking and problem-solving skills. Laboratory activities 
will be utilized to enforce and enhance classroom lecture. Main topics covered will include properties of matter, 
force, energy, wave, electric and magnetic fields, chemical foundations, Stoichiometry, atomic structure, bonding, 
chemical kinetics, inorganic chemistry, organic chemistry and a study of the representative elements and their 
properties. 
 

Physical Science B – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: Algebra A 
Physical Science B is an introductory course designed to expose the student to the basic concepts of the physical 
sciences. A major emphasis of this course is to provide the foundations of basic scientific approach to critical thinking 
and problem solving skills. The course is designed for ninth grade students who are taking Algebra B. No mathematics 
courses are prerequisites, nor are any previous science course a requirement, however, computational and problem 
solving skills developed in Pre-Algebra will be reinforced. Through laboratory demonstrations and student 
experiments, the student will be exposed to the scientific method and laboratory practice. 



Biology – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: Physical Science/Physical Science B 
This required course is designed for students who have a background both in the life sciences and scientific inquiry 
used in laboratory activities, Laboratory activities are designed to improve critical thinking and problem-solving skills. 
The main topics covered will include bio-chemistry, cell structure and function, genetics, molecular biology, human 
anatomy and physiology and ecology. 

AP Biology – (1.25 credit) 
Prerequisite: +80% Biology + Teacher Recommendation 
This course follows the standard syllabus prepared by the College Board in the United States. The AP course is divided 
into 3 main areas: Molecules and Cells, Heredity and Evolution, and Organisms and Populations. The main emphasis is 
on understanding the 3 areas of biology rather than memorizing terms and technical details. The following are 
essential to this conceptual understanding: a grasp of science as a process, personal experience in scientific inquiry, 
recognition of unifying themes, and application of biological knowledge and critical thinking to environmental and 
social concerns. The experimental laboratory exercises encourage scientific skills in problem solving, research and the 
scientific literature. Students must take the A.P. exam in May. Students are required to stay after school or come on 
holidays to do the twelve standard laboratories. 

Chemistry – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: Physical Science /Algebra II 
Chemistry is a concentrated physical science course focusing on the nature if matter and the nature of the 
interactions it exhibits. Chemistry covers the relationship between substances and their capacity to interact with the 
environment. Chemistry explains the reason behind the constructive and destructive forces in the worlds of matter. 
Main topics of the course include matter, change and energy, scientific measurement and problem solving, atomic 
structure, chemical formulas and quantities, Stoichiometry, gas behavior, chemical periodicity, chemical bonding, 
solutions, and aqueous systems, reaction rates, neutralization, reduction and oxidation, acids and bases, organic 
chemistry. 

AP Chemistry – (1.25 credit) 

Prerequisite: +80% Chemistry/ +80% Algebra II + Teacher Recommendation 
The course follows the standard syllabus prepared by the College Board. It is designed to be a college level course of 
study. Students must be prepared to do this level of work. The course encompasses the following topics: (1) 
conservation of atoms and molecules, (2) the periodic law of atomic structure, (3) chemical bonding and molecular 
structure, (4) chemical phases and phase equilibrium, (5) chemical equilibrium, (6) rates of reaction, (7) 
thermodynamics, (8) electrochemistry, (9) structure of properities of solids, and (10) descriptive chemistry. 

Physics – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: Physical Science/Algebra II 
Students electing this course will study the fundamental laws governing the workings of the universe: kinematics, 
dynamics, waves, light, electricity, electromagnetism and relativity. This is basically a math-based, laboratory- 
oriented course. Every attempt will be made to introduce each abstract topic by involving the student in hands-on, 
concrete activities. The labs and problems will require critical thinking skills, careful observation of events and an 
orderly approach to problem solving. Several open-ended projects will be given throughout the year to allow 
students to experience problem solving. It is recommended that the student be enrolled in Pre-Calculus. 

AP Physics – (1.25 credit) 
Prerequisite: Physical Science +80% Algebra II + Teacher Recommendation 
AP Physics 1 is a college level course that uses Algebra and trigonometry as the primary tools for problem solving. 
Students explore principles of Newtonian mechanics (including rotational motion); work, energy, and power; 
mechanical waves and sound; and introductory, simple circuits. The course is based on six Big Ideas, which 
encompass core scientific principles, theories, and processes that cut across traditional boundaries and provide a 
broad way of thinking about the physical world. The following are Big Ideas: Objects and systems have properties 
such as mass and charge. Systems may have internal structure; fields existing in space can be used to explain 



interactions; the interactions of an object with other objects can be described by forces; interactions between 
systems can result in changes in those systems; changes that occur as a result of interactions are constrained by 
conservation laws; waves can transfer energy and momentum from one location to another without the permanent 
transfer of mass and serve as a mathematical model for the description of other phenomena. Twenty-five percent of 
instructional time is devoted to hands-on laboratory work with an emphasis on inquiry-based investigations. 
Investigations will require students to ask questions, make observations and predictions, design experiments, analyze 
data, and construct arguments in a collaborative setting, where they direct and monitor their progress. 

Environmental Science – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: Biology 
This course presents the principles of ecology and environmental science. The relationship between plants, humans, 
and nature are discussed as well as the biodiversity of our world. Topics covered include basic ecological concepts, 
weather and climate, plant and animal interactions, biomes, environmental concerns and problems, the impact of 
humans on our earth, natural resources and environmental resource management. 

AP Environmental Science – (1.25 credit) 
Prerequisite: Biology 
Students cultivate their understanding of the interrelationships of the natural world through inquiry-based lab 
investigations and field work as they explore concepts like the four Big Ideas; energy transfer, interactions between 
earth systems, interactions between different species and the environment, and sustainability. 

 



English Department 
High School Course Descriptions 2020 – 2021 

Listed below are the courses offered from the English department for the 2020/2021 academic year.  

English 9 Language – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: None 
The English 9 course focuses primarily on basic writing skills and grammar related to the literature studied in class. 
Students review different methods of paragraph development including, but not limited to description, 
comparison/contrast, narration, persuasion and definition. Students are expected to master the three parts of 
composition (introduction, body, and conclusion) as well as learn to compose and support an effective thesis 
sentence. Genres studied may  include short stories, poetry, fantasy, science fiction, mythology, drama, and 
nonfiction. Listening, speaking, note taking, vocabulary, and dictionary skills will also be further developed. 

English 9 Literature – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: None 
English Literature 9 is largely an extension of English 9, building on many of the same skills in more sophisticated 
ways. Students advance their understanding of composition with more enriched development of ideas in essay 
writing, more fluid transitions between paragraphs, and more natural and effective thesis statements. In addition, 
students will undergo rigorous public speaking and academic research units as they learn to navigate both online and 
print-based resources as they synthesize information for informative and argumentative purposes. The literary focus 
for this course falls primarily on fiction (novel), drama, and poetry. 
 

English 10  – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: English Language 9 
This course is a comprehensive study of classical world literature with the integration of the writing process. The 
focus is on the touchstone classics of world literature from America, England, Europe, South America, Asia, and the 
Middle East, which allows students to gain a greater understanding of various cultures and their influences on world 
literature. Integration of literature with critical thinking skills and process writing will serve as excellent preparation 
for college-bound students. Vocabulary and the three verbal sections of the SAT will be practiced. As part of the 
English Department requirement, students will produce a small research paper or project that is complete with a 
works cited page. 

English 11 – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: English 10 
English 11 is designed to integrate literature, writing, and language skills in order to optimize students’ abilities to 
read critically and write effectively for a variety of purposes. The literature component focuses on an overview of 
American fiction, poetry, and drama. Writing focus is on the comparative expository essay with emphasis on pre- 
writing, drafting and editing. Oral activities will provide students with the opportunity to improve note-taking and 
listening skills as well as help students gain self-confidence. Preparation for the pre-SAT and SAT is undertaken during 
this year with an emphasis on SAT vocabulary. 

English 12 – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: English 11 
This course includes a comprehensive study of English literature, identification of literary conventions and literary 
analysis. The modern essay unit includes study of the features of the essay and analysis of the effectiveness of said 
features. Writing includes literary responses and multiple draft essays, each focusing on specific traits of good 
writing. 

Journalism – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: None 
Students in this class will learn skills relating to the creation of a variety of publications using computers and other 
available technology. The main emphasis of this class will be publications. Organizational and time management skills, 



working as a member of a team and creative design will also be integral parts of this course. Basic Computer skills are 
recommended but not required. 
 

Speech and Debate – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: None 
Speech is designed to offer a broad perspective on both formal and informal communication skills. Students study the 
communication process, verbal and nonverbal messages, and proper use of voice, interviewing skills, and both 
informative and persuasive public speaking. Students are also offered an introduction to debate and oral 
interpretation skills. Additionally, this course will enable students the ability to organize classroom presentations in 
both high school and college courses. 

AP Language and Composition – (1.25 credit) 

Prerequisite: +80% English 9 + Teacher Recommendation (offered for Grades 10, 11, 12 only) 
AP English Language and Composition engages students in becoming skilled readers of prose written in a variety of 
rhetorical contexts, and in becoming skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes. Both their writing and 
their reading will make students aware of the interactions among a writer’s purposes, audience expectations, and 
subjects, as well as the way genre conventions and the resources of language contribute to effectiveness in writing. 
What makes AP English Language and Composition different from other high school English courses is its focus on 
rhetoric. While promoting writing in many contexts for a variety of purposes, the English Language course is the 
place where nonfiction texts and contexts take center stage. Here students think deeply about language as a 
persuasive tool and about the dynamic relationship of writer, context, audience, and argument. 

AP Literature & Composition – (1.25 credit) 

Prerequisite: +80% English 9 + Teacher Recommendation (offered for Grades 10, 11, 12 only) 
AP Literature and Composition engages students who have an interest in reading fiction and poetry. There is a heavy 
emphasis on analysis as students read a variety of works written over the past one thousand years with a focus on 
the last century of classics. Most reading is teacher directed focusing on critical thinking and class discussion. 
Students will expand and utilize their literary vocabulary on a daily basis in written and oral responses. Approximately 
30% of the course is spent reading and discussing poetry which is a major component on the AP English Literature 
and Composition exam. Additionally, students will continue to develop their own unique writing voice while 
deepening their understanding of stylistic techniques applied in the English language. 

Yearbook – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: None 
Yearbook allows students expansive experience in photography, computer design, personnel management, 
advertising experience, sales/distribution, layout and design, writing, and editing that come together to form a book 
that captures the spirit and emotion of the Universal American School. This class is different from any other class 
offered in high school and comes with more responsibility than any other class.  
The yearbook course focuses on the development of students’ skills in yearbook production by providing experiences 
in selected aspects of yearbook production.  Students learn basic principles of yearbook production and develop 
skills that include writing copy, captions and headlines; digital photography; desktop publishing and using 
appropriate technology tools for media production. Students are expected to take complete ownership of the design 
and production of the yearbook. They are also expected to meet ALL deadlines without exceptions 3/4 of the school 
yearbook will be completed in the first semester. 
 
  



Social Studies Department 
High School Course Descriptions 2020 – 2021 

Listed below are the courses offered from the Social Studies department for the 2020/2021 academic year.  

World History I – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: None 
World History I is a chronology of the story of mankind from the Age of Exploration, to the Age of Imperialism. The 
purpose of the course is to allow the students to see themselves as part of larger human adventure in time and place 
and to understand the unity and diversity of the development of institutions, traditional and values. 

World History II – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: World History I 
World History II covers topics from World War I to our present day. The topics are selected from all of the world’s 
regions and specific in-depth studies of regional development. Major topics include Enlightenment, Revolution 
(American French, and Russian), Industrial Revolution Nationalism, Imperialism, World Wars I and II, Colonial 
Independence, the Cold War, and current events. 

US History – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: World History II/AP World History 
U.S History is a required class for graduation. An understanding of the history of its politics, foreign policy and 
controversies is important to educate citizens worldwide. This course focuses on the development of the American 
political, social and economic systems from the time of Westward Expansion until the present day. 

AP World History – (1.25 credit) 
Prerequisite: +80% World History + Teacher Recommendation 
The AP World History course provides a college-level perspective and understanding of history. Students will analyze 
the complexities of past and present global interdependency by investigating, identifying, interpreting and evaluating 
the interactions and events of human histories. They will use a balanced global approach integrated with case studies 
on specific regions. The AP World History course allows students to develop the four historical thinking skills and 
understand the key concepts outlined by the College Board. 

Economics – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: US History 
This course is based on the National Council of Economics’ education standards for economic literacy. Fundamental 
economic concepts, microeconomics, macroeconomics and international economic concepts are introduced. The 
course deals primarily with the United States. Kuwait examples, however, are used when appropriate. 

Psychology – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: US History 
The study of psychology is the study of the development of the individual in relation to the environment in which he 
or she lives. Understanding psychology enables its students to appreciate the factors that have shaped themselves 
and others. 

AP Psychology – (1.25 credit) 
Prerequisite: US History/ +80% Biology + Teacher Recommendation 
The AP Psychology course is designed to introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of the behavior and 
mental processes of human beings and other animals. Students are exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and 
phenomena associated with each of the major subfields within psychology. They also learn about the ethics and 
methods psychologists use in their science and practice. 
 



Sociology – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: none 

          Sociology is a science that seeks to understand the different manners in which individuals, groups, and organizations  
interact to shape our lives. This is an inquiry course that will focus on important issues of modern day society. 
Through discussion and research, students will examine different sociological perspectives. 

Political Science A/B – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: None 
Political Science students will be expected to move beyond factual recall into critical analysis of the creation, 
function, and process of government. This course will give students an analytical perspective on government and 
political science around the world. This course includes both the study of general concepts used to interpret 
international government systems and political science and the analysis of specific examples. This course will be 
worth 0.5 Credits per semester and is offered to non-muslim students in lieu of Islamic Studies. 

World Geography – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: US History 
This course combines both physical and human/social approaches to understanding global people, places and 
environments allowing students to analyze the dynamic physical/environmental nature of the earth as well as 
political, economic, technological and social factors that contribute to disparities in ‘development’. This course will 
explore diverse human systems and cultural realms embedded in the global political-economy as well as help to 
describe and compare the natural characteristics of places to analyze the causes and effects of different historical 
human-environment interactions producing environmental, economic and social consequences of ‘development’. 
Students will make global connections that assess the roles of powerful groups and processes on human or 
environmental ‘others’ and will empower students to evaluate past/current solutions to world problems associated 
with ‘development’. Students will also have the opportunity to a study of their own using quantitative or qualitative 
methods and geo-technologies. 

Global Issues – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: None 
This course attends to complexities caused by the dynamic political-economic and cultural processes influencing 
‘development’, (re-) producing world issues giving students an introduction to both dominant and alternative 
development approaches such as pro-market, anti-market and post-colonial theories including those from 
modernization to neo-liberalism. Analyzing the idea of ‘Third World’, studying the effects of the legacies of 
colonialism, the development project since WWII and globalization on people in different places with different 
cultural backgrounds.  Understanding how different approaches to world issues are tied to particular historical 
periods, political interests and concerns.  

Art I – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: None 

Art I is an introduction to the practice of drawing and painting. As such, it is accessible to all students without a 
previous experience in art. The course begins with a series of practical exercises enabling each student to gain 
confidence and develop skills using various art making materials. Learning the Elements and Principles of art 
constitutes the foundation of Art I. Students engage in various drawing and painting exercises and experiment 
efficient use of lines, values, composition, colours, viewpoint and perspective. A group discussion, inviting students 
to present their sketches, drawings and paintings, facilitates a debate addressing issues and students’ concerns. 
Students are required to plan and document their ideas in a sketchbook throughout the course and remain attentive 
to instructions in order to acquire technical ability and skill crucial to pictorial rendering of their ideas. 

 

 



Art II – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: Art I 

Art II welcomes students who learnt the necessary foundations during the course of Art I. Students in Art II continue                    

to apply The Elements & Principles of Art in their artworks but to a much higher standard. They participate on a                     

regular group discussion and exercise critical evaluation of artworks. As in Art I, students are required to plan and                   

document their ideas in a sketchbook throughout the course and remain attentive to instructions. The focus of Art II,                   

in terms of skills, is teaching students techniques of acrylic and oil paint. Students are required to produce larger                   

pieces of work and demonstrate originality and confidence. 

AP Studio Art  – (1.25 credit) 
Prerequisite: Art I & Art II 

The AP Art welcomes and encourages all students who have completed Art I and Art II during the preceding year and 
obtained grade A in the subject. There will be an exception for students who have a good understanding of The 
Elements and Principles of art and have a solid portfolio. This year AP Studio Art ‘Drawing’ is taught during the first 
block of the Semester One, which runs from September to February. During the Semester Two, that is from March to 
May, AP class continues on Saturdays and, if necessary, after schools. The requirement of College Board for AP 
Studio Art ‘Drawing’ are specific and detailed. Students are requested to prepare twenty pieces of original and 
skillful artworks. You will have two exams. The first exam will take place by the end of April and it will be graded by 
me, you AP teacher. The second exam will be submitted to the College Board in May and it will be graded by the 
College Board’s examination panel. 

Digital Photography – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: None 

Digital photography has been conceived primarily for senior students as the course requires a degree of maturity and 
responsibility which could be expected from older students. Digital Photography encourages independent learning 
and it is based on individual research and weekly projects. The course gives priority to learning and understanding of 
The Principles of Art and Design, and the application of these Principles in all assignments constitutes the main basis 
of scoring rubric. As often as circumstances allow, field trips are organized to stimulate students’ imagination and 
facilitate their learning. All Digital Photography students are required to have a digital camera and a laptop with 
Photoshop program installed in it. Students will need to bring a laptop to the classroom every day. The camera could 
be brought in when planning to take pictures during the lesson hours. 

 



Arabic Department 
High School Course Descriptions 2020 – 2021 

Listed below are the courses offered from the Arabic department for the 2020/2021 academic year.  

Arabic 9 – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: None 
Grade 9 curriculum is provided by the Ministry of Education and is based on gaining knowledge, skills, and ability 
through the concepts and topics covered in the textbook. It deals with topics that are reflective of society using 
classical and modern works of Arabic literature. The student accomplishes this by practicing the following language 
skills: writing, reading, listening and speaking. 

AIB 9 – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: None 
A parallel program of a simplified curriculum had been prepared for (AIB) for students who have a Non-Arabicparent or 
those who are behind in learning the Arabic language being abroad for some reason. This curriculum provides the 
student with the major skills of the language beside structure–grammar and other language arts. The course will help 
students to master language skills (reading, writing, speaking and listening). They will be able to communicate using the 
Arabic language and understand it. 

AFL  9 – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: None 

The course curriculum is provided by the Ministry of Education for the Non-Arabic students. The curriculum works 

to connect the student and the Kuwait environment by teaching the main Arabic language skills (writing-talking- 

reading and listening). 

Arabic 10 – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: Arabic 9 
Grade10 curriculum is provided by the Ministry of Education and is based on gaining knowledge, skills, and ability 
through the concepts and topics covered in the textbook. It presents concepts and domains of Arabic literature and 
includes chapters from the Holy Quran. Reading is aimed to develop the language outcome, increasing the skills of 
understanding rhetoric and to provide the student with problem solving skills, critical thinking and dealing with 
present issues. 

AIB 10 – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: AIB 9 
A parallel program of a simplified curriculum had been prepared for (AIB) for students who have a Non-Arabic 
parent or those who are behind in learning the Arabic language being abroad for some reason. This curriculum 
provides the student with the major skills of the language beside structure –grammar and other language arts. The 
course will help students to master language skills (reading, writing, speaking and listening). They will be able to 
communicate using the Arabic language and understand it. 

AFL 10  – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: AFL 9 
The course curriculum is provided by the Ministry of Education for the Non-Arabic students. The curriculum works 

to connect the student and the Kuwait environment by teaching the main Arabic language skills (writing-talking- 

reading and listening). 
 

Arabic 11 – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: Arabic 10 
Grade11 curriculum is provided by the Ministry of Education and is based on gaining knowledge, skills, and ability 



through the concepts and topics covered in the textbook. It discusses some reading and literature subjects that 
instruct the student to research for knowledge by connecting the goals to real life. The curriculum is a combination 
of some Quran chapters and some Arabic topics that connect the past with present life. 

AIB 11 – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: AIB 10 
A parallel program of a simplified curriculum had been prepared for (AIB) for students who have a Non-Arabic 

parent or those who are behind in learning the Arabic language being abroad for some reason. This curriculum 

provides the student with the major skills of the language beside structure –grammar and other language arts. The 

course will help students to master language skills (reading, writing, speaking and listening). They will be able to 

communicate using the Arabic language and understand it. 

AFL 11 – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: AFL 10 
The course curriculum is provided by the Ministry of Education for the Non-Arabic students. The curriculum works 

to connect the student and the Kuwait environment by teaching the main Arabic language skills (writing-talking- 

reading and listening). 

Arabic 12 – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: Arabic 11 

Grade 12 curriculum is provided by the Ministry of Education and is based on gaining knowledge, skills, and ability 
through the concepts and topics covered in the textbook. It which covers classic and modern Arabic literature 
allows the students to develop skills in: reading, listening, grammar, comprehension, creative writing, and 
rhetoric. These skills allow the students to have an integrative understanding of Arabic language and Arabic 
literature. 

 

AIB 12 – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: AIB 11 
A parallel program of a simplified curriculum had been prepared for (AIB) for students who have a Non-Arabic 

parent or those who are behind in learning the Arabic language being abroad for some reason. This curriculum 

provides the student with the major skills of the language beside structure –grammar and other language arts. The 

course will help students to master language skills (reading, writing, speaking and listening). They will be able to 

communicate using the Arabic language and understand it. 

AFL 12 – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: AFL 11 
The course curriculum is provided by the Ministry of Education for the Non-Arabic students. The curriculum works 

to connect the student and the Kuwait environment by teaching the main Arabic language skills (writing-talking- 

reading and listening). 

Islamic Religion 9 – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: None 
The curriculum is teaching the student the skills to help understand religion in a right way by explaining the right 

faith, right worshiping and the best manners. All this will be taught by studying the concepts of faith, science of 

Holy Quran, Science of Hadith, and some biography of Prophets, Islamic Law and Islamic Culture. 
 

Islamic Religion English 9 – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: None 
The curriculum is teaching the student the skills to help understand religion in a right way by explaining the right 

faith, right worshiping and the best manners. All this will be taught by studying the concepts of faith, science of 



Holy Quran, Science of Hadith, and some biography of Prophets, Islamic Law and Islamic Culture. 

Islamic Religion 10 – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: Islamic Religion 9 
The curriculum is teaching the student the skills to help understand religion in a right way by explaining the right 

faith, right worshiping and the best manners. All this will be taught by studying the concepts of faith, science of 

Holy Quran, Science of Hadith, and some biography of Prophets, Islamic Law and Islamic Culture. 

Islamic Religion English 10 – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: Islamic Religion English 9 
The curriculum is teaching the student the skills to help understand religion in a right way by explaining the right 

faith, right worshiping and the best manners. All this will be taught by studying the concepts of faith, science of 

Holy Quran, Science of Hadith, and some biography of Prophets, Islamic Law and Islamic Culture. 

Islamic Religion 11 – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: Islamic Religion 10 
The curriculum is teaching the student the skills to help understand religion in a right way by explaining the right 

faith, right worshiping and the best manners. All this will be taught by studying the concepts of faith, science of 

Holy Quran, Science of Hadith, and some biography of Prophets, Islamic Law and Islamic Culture. 

Islamic Religion English 11 – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: Islamic Religion English 10 

The curriculum is teaching the student the skills to help understand religion in a right way by explaining the right 

faith, right worshiping and the best manners. All this will be taught by studying the concepts of faith, science of 

Holy Quran, Science of Hadith, and some biography of Prophets, Islamic Law and Islamic Culture. 

Islamic Religion 12 – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: Islamic Religion 11 

The curriculum is teaching the student the skills to help understand religion in a right way by explaining the right 

faith, right worshiping and the best manners. All this will be taught by studying the concepts of faith, science of 

Holy Quran, Science of Hadith, and some biography of Prophets, Islamic Law and Islamic Culture. 

Islamic Religion English 12 – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: Islamic Religion English 11 
The curriculum is teaching the student the skills to help understand religion in a right way by explaining the right 

faith, right worshiping and the best manners. All this will be taught by studying the concepts of faith, science of 

Holy Quran, Science of Hadith, and some biography of Prophets, Islamic Law and Islamic Culture. 

Holy Quran 9 – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: None 
Holy Quran curriculum is provided by the Ministry of Education. The curriculum is based on reciting the Quran 
correctly by learning the rules of Tajweed and understanding the prescribed verses. The curriculum contains the 
reasons of revealing the verses, meaning of some words of the Holy Quran and the points of the verses contains 

the reasons of their revelation. 

Holy Quran English 9 – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: None 
The curriculum is provided by the Ministry of Education. The students are instructed in verses that have been 

translated and meaning explained. The rules of reciting from Arabic to English is also studied throughout the 

course. The curriculum is based on reciting the Quran correctly by learning the rules of Tajweed and understanding 

the prescribed verses. The curriculum contains the reasons of revealing the verses, meaning of some words of the 



Holy Quran and the points of the verses including the behavioral values. 
 

Holy Quran 10 – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: Holy Quran 9 
Holy Quran curriculum is provided by the Ministry of Education. The curriculum is based on reciting the Quran 
correctly by learning the rules of Tajweed and understanding the prescribed verses. The curriculum contains the 
reasons of revealing the verses, meaning of some words of the Holy Quran and the points of the verses contains 

the reasons of their revelation. 

Holy Quran English 10 – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: Holy Quran English 9 
The curriculum is provided by the Ministry of Education. The students are instructed in verses that have been 

translated and meaning explained. The rules of reciting from Arabic to English is also studied throughout the 

course. The curriculum is based on reciting the Quran correctly by learning the rules of Tajweed and understanding 

the prescribed verses. The curriculum contains the reasons of revealing the verses, meaning of some words of the 

Holy Quran and the points of the verses including the behavioral values. 

Holy Quran 11 – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: Holy Quran 10 

Holy Quran curriculum is provided by the Ministry of Education. The curriculum is based on reciting the Quran 
correctly by learning the rules of Tajweed and understanding the prescribed verses. The curriculum contains the 
reasons of revealing the verses, meaning of some words of the Holy Quran and the points of the verses contains 
the reasons of their revelation. 

Holy Quran English 11 – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: Holy Quran English 10 

The curriculum is provided by the Ministry of Education. The students are instructed in verses that have been 

translated and meaning explained. The rules of reciting from Arabic to English is also studied throughout the 

course. The curriculum is based on reciting the Quran correctly by learning the rules of Tajweed and understanding 

the prescribed verses. The curriculum contains the reasons of revealing the verses, meaning of some words of the 

Holy Quran and the points of the verses including the behavioral values. 

Holy Quran 12 – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: Holy Quran 11 
Holy Quran curriculum is provided by the Ministry of Education. The curriculum is based on reciting the Quran 
correctly by learning the rules of Tajweed and understanding the prescribed verses. The curriculum contains the 
reasons of revealing the verses, meaning of some words of the Holy Quran and the points of the verses contains 

the reasons of their revelation. 

Holy Quran English 12 – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: Holy Quran English 11 
The curriculum is provided by the Ministry of Education. The students are instructed in verses that have been 

translated and meaning explained. The rules of reciting from Arabic to English is also studied throughout the 

course. The curriculum is based on reciting the Quran correctly by learning the rules of Tajweed and understanding 

the prescribed verses. The curriculum contains the reasons of revealing the verses, meaning of some words of the 

Holy Quran and the points of the verses including the behavioral values. 

 

 
 



World Languages Department 
High School Course Descriptions 2020 – 2021 

Listed below are the courses offered from the World Languages department for the 2020/2021 academic year.  

French I – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: None 
Designed for students who have never formally studied French or who have limited exposure, the primary French I 
objective is to assist students in developing proficiency in the four language skills: listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing, basic grammar will encompass subject pronouns, noun markers, noun-adjective agreement, subject-verb 
agreement, possessive adjectives, disjunctive pronouns, interrogatives, and adjectives. Students will study French 
culture within the context of each unit. 

French II – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: French I/Teacher Recommendation 
This course is a sequel to French I and will build upon and extend the knowledge and use of the four language skills. 
Major grammatical concepts to be studied will include direct/indirect object pronouns, expressions of quantity, 
negative expressions and the French pronouns “y” and “en”. Verb study will revolve around the presentation of 
“re” verbs in the present tense, the passé compose of all regular and irregular verbs, including verbs which use 
“etre” in the passé compose. The recent past oral drills, written exercises, games and simulations will be utilized in 
the class to ensure understanding and the advancement of required skills. Students will continue their study of 
France and French culture within the context of each unit. 

French III – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: French II/Teacher Recommendation 
This course continues the development of the language skills presented in French 2 with much emphasis on reading, 
writing and complex grammar. Students will study superlative and comparative adjectives and adverbs, relative 
pronouns, negative expressions and direct/indirect object pronouns with imperative verbs. Verb study will include 
the imperfect and future simple tenses for all three regular groups of verbs. Reflexive and irregular verbs will receive 
intensive study. In addition to the study of grammar and French civilization, students will begin their study if French 
short stories and poetry. 

Spanish I – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: None 
Spanish I is designed for true beginners, those with no previous knowledge of Spanish. The goal of this course is to 
enable students to acquire a basic mastery of the following four language skills: listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing. The course will emphasize practice of grammar and communication skills in the classroom. Basic vocabulary 
will be continually introduced, examined and utilized. Reading selections, sections of the textbook, discussions, 
videos, and music will introduce the student to contemporary Hispanic culture. 

Spanish II – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: Spanish I/Teacher recommendation 
Spanish II is intended to increase the student’s knowledge of basic Spanish grammar and to further develop their 
vocabulary, reading comprehension, listening comprehension and speaking skills. There will be extensive 
experience with written and oral communicative activities. Reading selections, sections of the textbook, 
discussions, videos, and music will be used to enrich the students’ understanding of contemporary Hispanic culture. 

Spanish III – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: Spanish II/Teacher recommendation 
Spanish III is intended to increase the student’s knowledge of basic Spanish grammar and to further develop their 
vocabulary, reading comprehension, listening comprehension and speaking skills. There will be extensive 
experience with written and oral communicative activities. Reading selections, sections of the textbook, 
discussions, videos, and music will be used to enrich the students’ understanding of contemporary Hispanic culture. 



This course continues the development of the language skills presented in Spanish II with much emphasis on reading, 
writing and complex grammar. In addition to the study of grammar, students will continue to explore Hispanic 
civilization, past, present and future. 

German I – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: None 
German 1 is an introductory course to the German language and culture. The fundamentals of language learning 
which consist of reading, writing, speaking and listening are presented in this course. Also, other aspects related to 
the German language are being presented in this course such as grammar, parts of speech, vocabulary, context, 
pronunciation, culture and some history as well. The importance of language communication and cultural awareness 
is stressed through a wide variety of activities such as group/pair work, videos, projects, dialogues, audio recordings, 
computer assignments, presentations, etc. This course is designed for students with little or no knowledge of the 
German language and/or culture. Students will use various forms of technology and references to gather information 
necessary to complete individual or group projects and/or activities, as well as insure comprehensive and resourceful 
learning. 
 
 
 
  



Arts Department 
High School Course Descriptions 2020 – 2021 

Listed below are the courses offered from the Arts department for the 2020/2021 academic year.  

Art I – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: None 
Art I is an introduction to the practice of drawing and painting. As such, it is accessible to all students without a                      
previous experience in art. The course begins with a series of practical exercises enabling each student to gain                  
confidence and develop skills using various art making materials. Learning the Elements and Principles of art                
constitutes the foundation of Art I. Students engage in various drawing and painting exercises and experiment                
efficient use of lines, values, composition, colours, viewpoint and perspective. A group discussion, inviting students to                
present their sketches, drawings and paintings on regular basis, facilitates a debate addressing issues and students’                
concerns. Students are required to plan and document their ideas in a sketchbook throughout the course and remain                  
attentive to instructions in order to acquire technical ability and skill crucial to pictorial rendering of their ideas. 

Art II – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: Art I or Teacher Recommendation 
Art II welcomes students who learnt the necessary foundations during the course of Art I. Students in Art II continue to 
apply The Elements & Principles of Art in their artworks but to a much higher standard. They participate on regular 
group discussion and exercise critical evaluation of artworks. As in Art I, students are required to plan and document 
their ideas in a sketchbook throughout the course and remain attentive to instructions.  The focus of Art II, in terms of 
skills, is teaching students techniques of acrylic and oil paint. Students are required to produce larger pieces of work 
and demonstrate originality and confidence. 

AP Studio Art – (1.25 credit) 
Prerequisite: Art II + Teacher Recommendation 
Unlike the other AP courses, AP Studio Art is not based on a written examination; instead, students will submit a 
portfolio for evaluation at the end of the school year. The Studio Art portfolio encompasses a basic, three-section 
structure, which requires students to show a fundamental competence and range of understanding in visual 
concerns (and methods). Each section contributes equally to the final grade. The sections are Quality, 
Concentration, & Breadth. The works submitted for evaluation may have been produced in art classes or on the 
student’s own time and may cover a period of time longer than a single school year. 

Digital Photography – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: None 
The aim of this course is to encourage students who are interested in photography and have some experience taking 
pictures to develop their skills further and find their own point of view within photographic tradition. Students are 
required to have their own photographic camera and their computer with the Adobe Photoshop program installed. 
They are expected to prepare a presentation of their photographs on a weekly basis and have a folder containing 
the best examples of their works. 

Band – (1 credit) 
Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation 

The goal of this class is to introduce and/or develop the skills in the playing of woodwind, brass and percussion 
instruments. The basic elements of playing include: posture, breathing, fingerings and note reading. Students learn to 
play an “age and ability appropriate” varied repertoire in its proper style. Each band class aims at forming a balanced 
ensemble through a balanced instrumentation. Students learn an instrument in order to be able to perform alone, in 
small groups, and in a large ensemble such as the grade band. Music is an expressive art and students learn to express 
meaning through musicality. Students are assessed on their individual progress as well as on their preparation to play 
well the repertoire for public performances. 

 



Informational Technology Department 
High School Course Descriptions 2020 – 2021 

Listed below are the courses offered from the Informational Technology department for the 2020/2021 academic year.  

Applied Technology – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: None 
Applied Technology I is a compulsory course for all students at UAS. This course is a hands-on and project based. In 
applied technology 1, we provide students with technology skills that allow them to succeed in high school, college 
and that prepare them for university.  
In today's world, web pages are the most common medium for sharing ideas and information. Learning to design 
websites is an incredibly useful skill for any career path. Applied Technology is a project-based course that teaches 
students how to build their own web pages. Students will learn the languages HTML and CSS, and will create their 
own live homepages to serve as portfolios of their creations. By the end of this course, students will be able to 
explain how web pages are developed and viewed on the Internet, analyze and fix errors in existing websites, and 
create their very own multi page websites. Students will learn the foundations of user interface design, rapid 
prototyping and user testing, and will work together to create professional, mobile responsive websites. 
In addition to that students will demonstrate advanced usage of excel formulas using google sheets, correct usage of 
google docs, and google slides as well as multimedia presentations using movie creators/editors and publishers.  
 

Introductory Computer Science – Coding (Java) (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: Applied Technology I 
In this introductory Java programming course, you will be introduced to the fundamentals of Java Programming 
concepts such as data types, arithmetic, logical and comparison operations , methods calling and creating, 
conditional statement and looping. Examples and case studies will be provided so that you can implement simple 
programs on your own or collaborate with peers.Emphasis is put on immediate feedback and on having a fun 
experience. Programming knowledge is not only useful to be able to program today’s devices such as computers and 
smartphones. It also opens the door to computational thinking, i.e. the application of computing techniques to 
every-day processes. 

AP Computer Science Principles – (1.25 credit) 

Prerequisite: Applied Technology I + Teacher Recommendation 
AP Computer Science Principles offers a multidisciplinary approach to teaching the underlying principles of 
computation. The course will introduce students to the creative aspects of programming, abstractions, algorithms, 
large data sets, the Internet, cyber security concerns, and computing impacts. AP Computer Science Principles also 
gives students the opportunity to use current technologies to create computational artifacts for both self- expression 
and problem solving. Together, these aspects of the course make up a rigorous and rich curriculum that aims to 
broaden participation in computer science. 

AP Computer Science A – (1.25 credit) 

Prerequisite: Applied Technology I + Teacher Recommendation 
AP Computer Science A is equivalent to a first-semester, college-level course in computer science. The course 
introduces students to computer science with fundamental topics that include problem solving, design strategies and 
methodologies, organization of data (data structures), approaches to processing data (algorithms), analysis of 
potential solutions, and the ethical and social implications of computing. The course emphasizes both object- 
oriented and imperative problem solving and design using Java language. These techniques represent proven 
approaches for developing solutions that can scale up from small, simple problems to large, complex problems. The 
AP Computer Science A course curriculum is compatible with many CS1 courses in colleges and universities. 
 
  



Physical Education Department 
High School Course Descriptions 2020 – 2021 

Listed below are the courses offered from the Physical Education department for the 2020/2021 academic year.  

Health/P.E. I  – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: None 
Physical Education provides the setting that develops and promotes physical, intellectual, social and emotional 
wellbeing of each student throughout a lifetime of activity. Students participate in a variety of physical activates 
throughout the year, including team sports, group work, physical fitness, cardiovascular fitness and good 
sportsmanship. Aspects of good health/nutrition are incorporated throughout the several units of activity, finally, 
the student develops an appreciation for the role that physical activity and physical fitness play in a well-rounded 
points for the PE grade may be earned through participation in the after-school sports teams. 

 

Health/P.E. II – (1 credit) 

Prerequisite: Health/P.E. I 
This course provides opportunities for study in personal and community health problems as well as steps that can 
be taken by individuals and groups to reduce risk of health problems for individuals, families and communities. 
This course is designed to give students the opportunity to learn through a comprehensive sequentially planned 
Physical Education program. Students will be empowered to make choices, meet challenges and develop positive 
behaviors in fitness, wellness and movement activity for a lifetime. 

 


